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The family of Gavazzi may be said to belong to his- 
tory. His paternal grandfather was born of Italian 
parents, in Portugal, and at an early age was nomi- 
nated Vice- Chancellor of his adopted country. The 
illustrious career which seemed thus opened to him 
was destined, however, to be of very brief duration : 
his name was included in the list of the proscribed by 
the Marquis of Ponchal, and, abandoning titles, wealth, 
and renown, he repaired to Bologna. Here his merits 
were speedily recognised, and the Senate raised him, 
with the title of Proconsul, to the highest dignity which 
can be conferred on a citizen. The maternal grand- 
father, Patuzzi, was President of the Court of Appeal 
in the same town : he was a man of singular, rather 
than vast attainments, of an incorruptible integrity, 
and known among his fellow citizens, as was Aristides 
of old, by the honoured appellation of the just. In- 
scribed on his tomb are to be seen the words " Uomo 
giusto " — an epitaph more glorious in its laconic sim- 
plicity than the longest record of warlike triumphs. 
Gavazzi's father filled successively the offices of judge 
in his native town, peace-magistrate at Forli, Profes- 
sor of Law in the University of Bologna, and was 
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moreover one of the chief advocates for the Papal 
States. 

These family details have been given, not with any 
false idea of blazoning to the world Gavazzi's lineage, 
but rather to show that nobility of birth did not with 
him entail the necessity of supporting the cause of 
oppression and of opposing every social improvement. 
His generous spirit lightly threw off these trammels, 
and it is to himself rather than to ancestral accident 
that tjie lustre of his name is due. 

The subject of this brief memoir was the second of 
twenty children. His remarkable talents, which dis- 
played themselves at an early age, were sedulously 
cultivated by his father, and bore their fruit in timely 
season. 

At the age of sixteen he took a step, the motive of 
which it is difficult to divine — he became a monk of 
the Barnabite order. How came it that he, a man of 
strong mind, of lofty and impatient spirit, of fervid 
passions, could voluntarily take caste with a race of 
weaklings, become a slave to prescribed ordinances, 
and subject himself to that monotonous ordeal from 
which the most vigorous intellects have scarce escaped 
unscathed ? True it is that the Barnabites are some- 
what more liberal in their views, and less rigor- 
ous in point of discipline than other monkish orders, 
but these modifications are necessarily of trivial effect 
where the system is inherently vicious. There is a 
terrible uniformity in the views of the Soman Catholic 
priesthood, however various its sects ; and blind sub- 
mission to superstitious dogmas— the subjection of 



Digitized by Google 



LIFE OF GAVAZZI. 



3 



reason to faith — still remain the lessons inculcated on 
its members. Especial pains are taken with the secular 
portion of the community, since they are most exposed 
to the temptation of freedom of thought. We repeat 
then, that it is difficult to conjecture what induced a 
man of Gavazzi's mould to become a priest. There 
are certain secrets which a man locks up in his own 
heart, or reveals only to a chosen few who sacredly 
keep the trust reposed in them. Being unable then 
to assert aught positively upon this point, we at least 
deem it incumbent upon us to show, from extrinsic 
evidence, that the objects which determined his choice 
were lofty. 

Let us digress for a moment to consider the hetero- 
geneous elements which compose the Roman Catholic 
priesthood. It often happens that the priest comes 
from the lowest walks of life. His poor parents, 
stung by ambition and a superstitious pride, pinch 
and spare to give their son the necessary education ; 
and after certain preparatory initiations, the victim of 
bigoted prejudice finds himself a priest, he scarce 
knows how or why. Frequently the motive is baser 
still. In place of ignorance, it is a mere monetary cal- 
culation : a priest's pay is sufficient to maintain his 
family, and the money laid out in his education is 
considered in the light of a profitable investment of 
capital. Sometimes again, moved by the same sordid 
motives, a family which has suffered reverses of fortune 
dedicates one of its number to the priesthood, in 
hopes of securing one of the splendid prizes (scarlet 
hat or other) which the career offers, and thus regaiu- 
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ing the influence of which circumstances have de- 
prived it. A more dangerous element is to be found 
in those who, having been educated at the charitable 
charge of the bishops and other magnates, enter, from 
a neqessary gratitude, the clerical profession. They 
become the blind instruments of their patron's will — 
spies, or, if need be, the ready executors of any in- 
iquitous design. Charity is the cloak which covers a 
fiendish compact, whereby they are bound, body and 
soul, to those who reared them. 

Here and there, amidst the shavelings, a noble 
head is seen to rear itself: the divided patrimony was 
insufficient to maintain family vain glory: hence 
this strange apparition. Disappointed ambition, 
blighted affections, or a morbid distaste for the world 
and its vanities, drive a few men to this as a last 
resource. 

There is in truth something so avowedly anomal- 
ous, so contrary to nature, in the position of a Eoman 
Catholic priest, that when by some rare accident one 
of them rises from the crowd of his fellows, making 
himself conspicuous by the elevated freedom of his 
thoughts, by his power of mind or by the vastness of 
his learning, the question runs from mouth to mouth, 
"how became he a priest?" Assuredly not from 
choice : and vain conjectures are wasted in endeavour- 
ing to explain the curious problem. Far be it from 
us to deny that there do not exist some noble in- 
stances of men who, feeling the sacred nature of their 
mission, undertake the laborious duties which a con- 
scientious spirit imposes upon them with a cheerful- 
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ness and abnegation which cannot be too highly 
praised. Renouncing, perhaps, not without many a 
weary sigh, the sweet pleasures of social life, they 
address themselves with courageous simplicity of 
heart to their task ; they till with unwearied zeal the 
most stubborn soils, and scattering with open hand 
the sacred seeds of truth that the fruits may be 
reaped by others, look for no reward save that arising 
from the consciousness of having benefited humanity. 
These are the true servants of Q-od, and they shall 
not be forgotten in the day of reckoning. 

If now we look at the points already touched upon 
in G-avazzi's character — his determined energy, free- 
dom of thought, and the noble generosity of his 
nature ; if we review his laborious works, which have 
subsequently borne abundant fruit, and reflect that 
he sprung from a family in which wisdom and probity 
were hereditary virtues, it is with a full and pleasur- 
able conviction of its truth that we assert his choice 
of the priestly function to have been untainted by 
motives of family aggrandizement, of superstition, or 
self-interest ; there was no place in that vigorous 
spirit for morbid sentiment, — the hypocrite and he 
had nothing in common — and in adopting the career 
of priest he sought only to consummate a self-imposed 
sacrifice — that of denying all to himself, the more 
largely to benefit his fellow men. His after life 
proved that he had not underrated his powers of self 
immolation : hatred and persecution, punishments, 
every bitterness which the bigotry of the Roman 
priests and prelates could devise, served not to turn 
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him from his purpose, but he held on his way, toiling 
bravely in behalf of others, and fulfilling that which 
he deemed to be his mission, with a generous devotion 
which esteemed obstacles but as incentives to re- 
newed efforts. 

Gavazzi had then entered upon a conventual life, 
and was subjected to the dreary discipline of the novi- 
tiate. Much valuable time was idly spent in the 
usual superstitious observances, while the hours of 
study were devoted to the folios of Boman Catholic 
divines, from whose pages are drawn the sophistical 
weapons by which maxims of more than dubious 
morality are to be supported and made good against 
heretical assailants. The Bible is rarely seen in the 
priest's hand, or, if it be used, the edition is one in 
which the text has been garbled and disfigured by 
Bomish comments. 

Through all this mass of impediments the keen in- 
tellect of Gtevazzi cut its way. He advanced in know- 
ledge with rapid strides, and so great had his literary 
attainments become in a few years, that at the age 
of twenty he was selected to fill the professorial chair 
of rhetoric and belles-lettres in the public College of 
Caravaggio, at Naples. It was a strange sight to see 
this man, surrounded by pupils of nearly equal years, 
listening, with a veneration paid generally to old age 
alone, to the lessons of wisdom which fell from his 
youthful lips ; to see him confidently accepted as their 
guide to all that is great and sublime in the regions 
of literature and art, and recognized as the aesthetic 
judge, whose decisions were final. That it required 
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not only talents of a very high order, but also infinite 
tact, adequately to fill this post, must be obvious on 
reflection. A young man instructing youth — the 
teacher and the learner almost on a par as regards age — 
yet was severity so tempered by discretion, and friend- 
ship so divided from familiarity, that the love and re- 
spect alike of his scholars were gained by Gtavazzi. 
He thus gave indications at that early age of that in- 
fluence oyer his fellow-men, which in his subsequent 
career developed itself in so extraordinary a manner, 
until at length it became the moving cause of a revolu- 
tion as generous in its objects as it was unfortunate 
in its issue. 

The time now approached when he was compelled 
to repair to Arpino, for ordination, and so well had he 
succeeded in winning the affections of all during his 
stay at Naples, that his departure was a signal for 
a general sorrow : the young felt that they had lost 
a father ; those of riper age a brother ; none had not , 
lost a friend. 

At Arpino, it is the custom of those preparing for 
ordination to lead a life of scrupulous retirement, to 
pass their days in solitary meditation, and to prepare 
their mind by spiritual exercises for that life of 
denial to which those who become monks are bound 
by their vows. But this space, usually dedicated to 
quiet thought, oftener, however, to dull inactivity, 
was not left unfilled by Gtavazzi. According to a 
known law in the priesthood, a monk has no will save 
that of his superiors ; and in obedience to higher com- 
mands, Gtavazzi went forth to preach in Terra di 
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Lavoro and Calabria. Young as he was, the might of 
his eloquence had already marked him out for the 
preacher's office, (a highly honoured function in the 
Church of Rome, whose aim ever is to seek power 
through the passions) and the result showed how 
well the selection had been made. Gavazzi's journey 
through Calabria was a veritable ovation. Attracted 
by the magic of his oratory, the people nocked in 
crowds to hear a man who seemed to them inspired, 
and when he returned, at the expiration of a year, it 
was with the reputation of a consummate orator. 

After being ordained, he went to Leghorn, and 
received a scholastic appointment as teacher of 
belles lettres, but his stay in that town was short. 
He encountered the envy of rival professors, and hav- 
ing moreover incurred the suspicion of the authorities, 
was forced to quit the place. 

And here let us pass in brief review the condition 
of those who undertake the instruction of ^outh in a 
despotic country. .No profession is more arduous, or 
calls so often for the jealous interference of the 
powers that be : the cause is clear. A love of liberty 
and a detestation of tyranny are the first deductions 
which youth draws from the study of history, ancient 
and modern. We have little experience here of that 
enthusiastic temperament, of that spiritual exaltation, 
which, acting like a species of moral drunkenness 
upon the excited minds of men tyranically governed, 
causes them to see in every instance of patriotic devo- 
tion narrated in the pages of the past some parallel 
with the present, which induces them to seek or form 
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for themselves an opportunity of imitating the deeds of 
those heroes who, by a sublime self-sacrifice, gave up 
their lives to save their country. There is something 
contagious in the passionate fervour of youth : and the 
master kindling up afresh at the fire which himself 
has created, rises above the dull realities of life, 
forgets the dire necessities of subordination, and 
gives fluent utterance to doctrines which grate 
harshly on the ears of those who draw but one dis- 
tinction between man and man, that of master and 
slave. Under a despotic government, the system of 
espionage is nowhere more strictly carried out than 
in the schools: spies are to be looked for among 
brother professors, nay, often among the pupils them- 
selves : words are watched and reported, and an im- 
prudent outburst of patriotic eloquence is followed by 
dismissal from office, if indeed the offence be not more 
severely punished. Such was the fate of Gavazzi at 
Leghorn. He was a man of too much note to escape 
suspicion: a most rigid surveillance was exercised 
over all that he said or did ; and it was intimated to 
him, shortly after his arrival, that he could no longer 
hold office as an instructor of youth under pain of in- 
curring a high penalty. He accordingly left Leghorn, 
and, abandoning the teacher's post, resolved to dedi- 
cate himself henceforward entirely to public preach- 
ing. If his newly selected avocation .gave him greater 
scope for the display of his powers, and the further- 
ance of his ends, it also brought with it fresh dangers, 
toils, and persecutions. 

He had now chosen the chequered career of a 
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man who goes forth to do battle for a great cause ;— 
if he had his hours of triumph, those of bitterness 
followed hard upon ; if he gained warm friends, he 
made also inveterate enemies; he was adored as a 
hero by some, while others found no title too vile 
whereby to designate him. The Jesuits showed them- 
selves his most implacable foes, and unscrupulously 
employed every weapon which a fierce hatred could 
supply to crush him. But they had to deal with no 
ordinary opponent in Gtevazzi. In vain they sought 
to dismay a man to whom fear was unknown : — armed 
in the panoply of truth, he singly stood his ground 
like some brave warrior against a host of assailants, 
he fought a good fight, and, speaking or silent, still re- 
mained the victor. Banishment to him was but a 
change of place ; and with a new theatre, new 
triumphs came. 

The reader who is not versed in Italian customs, 
and the policy of the Boman Catholic Church, will 
have some difficulty in understanding how an open 
field is afforded to the preacher to communicate his 
sentiments to the people without let or hindrance. 
A word then on the position of those whom we may 
style the sacred orators of Italy. The low status 
which Italy occupies in the scale of nations is chiefly 
due to those foolish and oppressive laws which weigh 
down all freedom, political or religious, and yet, by a 
curious inconsistency or oversight on the part of those 
who framed these tyrannical restrictions, an extraor- 
dinary degree of immunity is granted to those who, 
wearing the priest's robes, dedicate their talents to 
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public preaching. The preacher-priest is least of all 
men exposed to authoritative interference, if he use 
but common prudence. If he attain but a modicum of 
oratorical renown, this slender fame becomes his safe- 
guard ; the people take up his cause ; public opinion 
declares in his favour ; a brief delay suffices to save 
him from persecution, and the law having made no pro- 
vision to meet the case, even the dreaded implement 
of espionage falls powerless upon his protected head. 
It was the consciousness of these privileges which 
decided Gavazzi to launch himself in a career which 
enabled him to speak the language of truth without 
fear of molestation, if he were but moderately cau- 
tious in his choice of words. 

Scarcely had he entered upon his pilgrimage, ere he 
was surrounded by eager crowds of listeners. The 
lessons which he preached to them were, to fear Q-od, 
honour virtue, and love their country. That his 
theme was ever the worship of that which is great and 
good, need scarce be told to those of our readers who 
have heard him speak in this country, but they have 
yet to learn what fruit followed his labours. If it be 
true that the greater the gathering of men, the 
greater is the harvest, then assuredly much was 
reaped. Multitudes flocked to hear him preach, but 
he cloyed them not with honeyed words ; he tickled not 
their ears with the soft blandishments which draw a 
fashionable crowd to hear some popular preacher 
hold forth. No. Gavazzi* s eloquence was of a dif- 
ferent stamp — it was the manly eloquence of the 
servant of the Lord striving to inculcate upon his 
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hearers' minds, in plain and forcible language, those 
" eternal truths that perish never." Piedmont was for 
ten years the principal theatre of his pious labours, 
and the towns of Asti, Alexandria, Vercelli and Turin, 
were successively visited by him in the fulfilment of 
his mission. The seeds which he sowed fell upon no 
unfruitful soil ; none heard him without being edified, 
and the love and respect of all followed him whither- 
soever he went. He was twenty -five years of age, 
and already in the full tide of his reputation, when he 
commenced his daily preaching during the season of 
Lent at Piacenza, and he continued these sermons an- 
nually from this time forward during the remainder 
of his stay in Italy, visiting in their turn all the prin- 
cipal towns. 

Priends and foes now alike increased around him, 
and among the latter the so-called followers of Jesus 
made themselves conspicuous by the rancour of their 
opposition. The sect of the Jesuits has ever taken 
the lead in that perpetual crusade against truth and 
justice, which is waged by the lovers of Satan and his 
works here below, and now, under the powerful pro- 
tection of the Marquis de la Margherita, they directed 
their weapons against Gavazzi. During his ministry 
in Piedmont, Margherita succeeded in making his 
name a byword for all that is infamous : he was a man 
of gloomy, bigoted, and tyrannical temper, who, 
under the mask of asceticism concealed a hatred of all 
improvement, social or moral : an intolerant retro- 
gradist in his opinions, he sought to check all intel- 
lectual progress in others, and surrounding the 
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throne of Charles Albert with Jesuitical co-adjutors, 
he succeeded in gaining paramount influence over the 
mind of that weak prince. Alike servant and master, 
deceiver and deceived, this blind follower of the tenets 
of Loyola put himself at the head of the movement 
against the apostle of freedom. 

In the war of words which ensued, the themes 
chosen by G-avazzi, and his vigorous appeals to the 
understanding, stood out in advantageous contrast 
with the crafty and insidious doctrines taught by the 
Jesuitical preachers, whose constant aim is to enslave 
the will through the passions. Those seductive dis- 
courses addressed to the weak and worse portion of our 
nature ; the hollow cant about spiritual love in which 
too often the creature profanely supplants the Creator ; 
the dulcet tones and amorous whines of these hypocri- 
tical dissemblers ; were seen in their true colours of 
dangerous worthlessness, when confronted with the. 
plain simplicity and startling energy, with which the 
man of God, in a language worthy the primitive fathers 
of the Church, proclaimed the saving truths of the 
Gospel. The audiences differed not more in character 
than did the effects produced upon them. Here, the 
passions are skilfully touched by pictures of a quint- 
essential love in which the human element still pre- 
dominates ; and the sobs, groans, and tears of excited 
women, show how artfully the preacher has addressed 
himself to his work : there, a decorous and attentive 
silence reigns among the multitude, while they are 
bidden to forget man and raise their minds to God, 
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that through Him their errors may be forgiven and 
their souls purified. 

It was war to the knife then between Gavazzi and 
the Jesuits, and it is not difficult to see how the 
struggle was to end. Margherita was Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, and a partizan of the Order of St. 
Ignatius. Too much had been too well said; the 
truth had been too openly spoken ; the dark tenets of 
the sect too relentlessly exposed ; and above all, the 
bold advocate and assailant had been heard with top 
eager an attention not to render his stay on Pied- 
montese ground a source of fear and danger to his 
enemies. 

Might conquered right ; and since where Gtavazzi 
was, Margherita could not be, the Minister remained, 
and the preacher was expelled. This banishment from 
Piedmont was the greatest triumph his enemies could 
afford to him — it was to declare that violence alone 
could ensure them the victory. 

Parma was chosen by him as his next resting-place; 
and here he abode four years. His renown increased 
daily, and with it the demand for fresh exertions upon 
his part, to which he responded so nobly, that on 
many occasions he found himself compelled to preach 
ten times in one day. This appears almost in- 
credible : to any other man — to one who possessed not 
his iron constitution, his indefatigable voice, and 
above all, that ardent zeal which sets at defiance all 
physical fatigue — the task had been impossible ; and 
even with all these accessories, so superhuman does 
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its accomplishment appear, that were it not that irre- 
fragable testimony of the fact can be adduced, we 
should have hesitated to record it in these pages. To 
appreciate duly the meritorious character of these 
wonderful exertions, it should be remembered that no 
vile motive of gain actuated him : it is the more 
needful to mention this, because it is not an un- 
common custom with the secular priests in Italy to 
prostitute their talents to a base desire of lucre, 
making a mere speculation of their sacred profession. 
Such a disgrace cannot fall upon the convent priests, 
simply because in monastic life the individuality of 
the person is not recognized, and any benefit gained 
by a member accrues to the community at . large. It 
could not be for fame simply that he toiled ; since that 
was already obtained, and secured upon an imperish- 
able basis. He laboured solely to accomplish that 
mission to which he believed himself called ; to amelio- 
rate the condition of his countrymen. 

So long, however, as Gregory the Sixteenth oc- 
cupied the Papal throne, it was not probable that a 
man of liberal and enlarged ideas would be permitted 
to pursue his career unmolested. New persecution 
and bitterness awaited Q-avazzi. In a series of ser- 
mons which he preached at Bologna, patriotism and 
its virtues were unfortunately chosen as the theme. 
The subject and the manner in which it was treated, 
alike displeased the suspicious Pontiff, and a command 
to discontinue the discourses quickly thundered from 
the Vatican, and he was bidden to exercise his voca- 
tion in the central prison of Parma. In this abode of 
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vice and darkness he found an audience composed of 
eight hundred persons — prisoners and galley slaves. 
Daily he addressed them in discourse, striving to touch 
these hearts of bronze, and to instil into them some 
notions of piety and religion. He was addressing 
men in whom habitual vice had well nigh extinguished 
every human sympathy ; who cursed their chains, not 
as punishments, but as impediments to the committal 
of fresh crimes ; assassins who bit in idle rage those 
hands which they could not imbrue in the blood of 
others — wretches, in whose mouths the most horrible 
imprecations were familiar as household words, and 
whose seared consciences had long ceased to feel 
aught of remorse, save when they failed in the accom- 
plishment of some villanous design; and yet the magic 
of his eloquence availed him even here — these savages 
were spell-bound by that wondrous oratory ; and, insen- 
sibly leading them on, he spoke in praise of virtue, 
honour and religion, of brotherly love and sweet 
Christian charity, until from admiration they passed 
on to conviction, and ere he left those dismal vaults, 
the divine ray of hope which entered with him had 
shed its beneficent influence upon minds as dark as 
the dungeons in which they were imprisoned, and in 
place of jarring blasphemies, might be heard voices 
in subdued tones speaking of repentance and the 
fear of the Lord. 

When it was supposed that he had been sufficiently 
purified by this compelled association with the out- 
casts of humanity, he was released, and full liberty of 
speech was once more restored to him. 
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He went to Perugia, where lie preached with his 
usual success. In 1845 he delivered a powerful dis- 
course at Ancona, and in one of those fiery outbursts 
of sacred zeal which characterize the man, he over- 
stepped the limits assigned to him, and uttered some 
dangerous truths. The ire of Capellari and Lam- 
bruschini was roused, and as the simple prohibition 
of speech seemed insufficient, he was removed to the 
College of the Novitiate of St. Severino, and there 
virtually imprisoned, as one who had been guilty of 
ribald and heretical attacks on the Church of Eoine. 

The place of his confinement had not been chosen 
undesignedly. Nowhere had the bigoted and perni- 
cious doctrines of the Church of Borne more intolerant 
advocates — nowhere was their infringement visited 
with greater severity. A man of liberal ideas was 
looked upon as a monster of iniquity ; and Gtavazzi's 
advent among them was the signal for the pouring 
out of the phials of wrath. Every indignity which 
monkish malice could suggest was heaped upon his 
head ; he was persecuted with the utmost rigour of 
conventual discipline, and for the space of twelve 
months his life was one of wretchedness and misery. 

About this time an event occurred which diffused a 
feeling of joy throughout Italy, and at the same time 
brought hope and release to the imprisoned Barnabite. 
Gregory died, and a Pontificate, whose annals were 
marked with the usual characters of blood and perse- 
cution, ceased. Mastai was called to the Papal throne 
under the title of Pius the Ninth. The commencement 
of his reign was the prelude of sweet hopes for Italy. 
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The name of Pius the Ninth passed from mouth to 
mouth, and was never mentioned save in terms of 
veneration and love. t The nations of the earth echoed 
the cry of gratulation, and the tyrants trembled on 
their thrones on seeing the Pontifical throne filled by 
a man who was said to be a lover of liberty. Italy 
hoped and despots feared. 

G-avazzi shared in the general rejoicings. He 
thought he saw a future dawning for his country : he 
gave himself up to sweet hopes : it was through reli- 
gion at last that liberty should be given to his country. 
It would be that peace and sacred liberty which flows 
from a divine source, and untainted by aught of license 
or corruption. In short, he too for a moment believed 
that it was in a Pope that Italy was to find a saviour 
— a short-sighted and short-lived faith not destined 
to be realized — a monstrous belief, in truth, that 
Popery could lead the way to freedom! TlnVstrange 
delusion seized upon Italy for the first and last time 
with the accession of Pius. 

Gavazzi had lived on terms of familiar intercourse 
with the brothers of the newly-proclaimed Pontiff ; and, 
through their interest, he was speedily released from 
his convent-prison, recalled to Borne, and taken into 
favour. He preached for the first time in the Eternal 
City in the church of Santa Maria degli Angioli. It 
. was the anniversary of the election of Pius ; and in- 
spired by the brilliant hope that the day of freedom 
for his country was at hand, his language took a lofty 
tone which kindled a more than wonted enthusiasm 
in the breasts of his hearers. 
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It was at this juncture that the conspiracy of 
August broke out in Eome. The tempest com- 
menced in Perrara, and a horde of lawless ruffians 
spread terror and devastation throughout the coun- 
try. Italy seemed lost — when a Heaven-inspired 
thought of the Pontiff's, whose mind had not yet 
succumbed to the deadly influence of the Vatican, 
saved Eome, saved Italy. He called into existence the 
National Guards, and, as at the word of enchantment, 
thousands upon thousands of men started up in terrible 
attitude, armed for the defence of their country. Pear 
seized upon the foe, and the tempest subsided as 
suddenly as it had arisen. It was on this occasion, of 
all others, that the weak, wavering character of the 
Pope revealed itself to Gavazzi. He, who had been 
the original champion of the cause of freedom, was to 
be the first to experience the dawning apostacy of the 
papal mind. He preached a sermon of thanksgiving, 
in the Church of St. Andrea delle Prate, to God, that 
it had pleased Him in His infinite mercy to defeat the 
ends of the conspirators, and to deliver his country. 
He gave full scope to the thoughts which burned 
within his breast ; with the unsparing severity of 
truth, he laid bare the enormities of the past reign of 
Gregory ; he painted in vivid colours the butcheries 
which had stained that pontificate of blood ; he forgot 
the Pope and condemned the man. This was more 
than sufficient to displease Pius, who was only 
capable of enduring half-truths : rebuke and punish- 
ment followed, which were borne with meek resigna- 
tion ; for in the sincerity of his heart, Gavazzi 
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thought that he had perhaps allowed zeal to outrun 
discretion. He was forbidden to speak, and he re- 
mained silent. 

January came ; and in that memorable month a cry 
of horror and indignation was heard to rise through 
universal Italy. The Padua butchery had shown 
what Austria could do. Tyranny and oppression 
had invented a new art for discovering the rebel- 
lious spirits and securing fresh victims. This was 
the modern system of provocation. There is some- 
thing truly devilish in the idea of a calculated 
series of petty annoyances, practised with the end 
of exciting the rash and generous spirit of youth, 
until, stung with madness, the victim turns round 
upon the oppressor, and, forgetting the miserable dis- 
tinction of master and slave, strikes a blow for dear 
liberty. The officers and common soldiers emulated 
one another in ingenious devices to exhaust the 
patience of the unhappy Italians. At each meeting 
in the street, some gesture of contempt, some insult- 
ing word signified to the citizen the estimation in 
which he was held. The last of indignities was not 
spared him ; not only was he reviled but spat upon. 
Who cannot foresee the result? The students of 
Padua rose ; and a day of fierce and desperate struggling 
ensued — a day long to be remembered in Italy, and 
which was but the prelude to that mighty shock 
briefly afterwards to be felt throughout the whole 
kingdom. Housed to desperation, unarmed youths 
threw themselves recklessly upon an armed soldiery ; 
with naked hands they tore the murderous weapons 
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from the assassin's grasp ; a fell thirst of vengeance 
inspired beardless boys fearlessly to face the swords, 
guns, and bayonets of disciplined warriors ; the victim 
disarmed and slew the tyrant with his own weapon ; 
and heroic deeds were performed worthy the sacred 
cause of retributive justice ; but alas ! the contest was 
too unequal. Fresh troops, cavalry, and cannon were 
called out ; an indiscriminate massacre ensued — houses 
were entered ; helpless innocents, dragged from their 
hiding-places, were pitilessly slain, and after a few 
hours of butchery, the Austrians remained masters of 
the bloody day. The insurrection was crushed ; but 
the Germans had been taught a lesson which they 
will not lightly forget: they learned what Italian 
valour, supported by a just cause, can do: they learned 
to fear the roused ire of an oppressed people, and ac- 
quired a foretaste of that which was to befal them later. 

News of the dreadful scene which had been enacted 
at Padua spread like wildfire through Italy. A yell 
of execration sounded through the land. Fathers and 
mothers trembled for their children ; even those who 
had been the warmest supporters of the Austrian 
government shuddered at the atrocities which had 
been committed, and felt that their sons' lives lay at 
any moment at the mercy of tyrannical caprice. The 
students were at once recalled to their homes, and the 
university was closed. 

Is it a subject then for wonder, that when in other 
cities, under the very eyes of the oppressors, the like 
was done, that in Home too, where men had now 
tasted a little of the sweet air of liberty, a day should 
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be set apart to celebrate the death of those who fell 
at Padua ? 

Shall we wonder that the Roman youth, and more 
especially its student youth, assembled to pray for 
peace to the souls of their murdered brethren — that 
Gavazzi assisted, by his presence, at the pious cere- 
mony in the University Church ? Shall we wonder 
that he, the man of note, was invited by universal ac- 
claim, to speak the sentiments of all on that memora- 
ble and solemn occasion ? and that he, the man of 
intrepid and generous soul, readily undertook the 
honourable, yet perilous task ? Again we ask, is it a 
matter for wonder that, borne away by his feelings, 
the solemnity of the circumstance, and the enthusiasm 
of his excited auditory, he was unable to restrain 
the tide of impassioned extempore eloquence which 
rushed to his lips, and said things calculated to offend 
the sensitive ears of Romish priests and a would-be 
liberal Pope ? 

But we may be permitted to wonder that some ex- 
cuse could not be found for him in the unprecedented 
nature of the circumstance, the unprepared address, 
the wild cravings which he had to satisfy, the moving 
character of his theme : it is with a justly indignant 
surprise that we learn that none of these extenuating 
circumstances seemed sufficient to cause the Pope to 
lean to the side of mercy, and exchange punishment 
for rebuke. 

Gavazzi was condemned without show of justice : 
he was sent first to undergo the severe discipline of 
the convent of Polveriera, and shortly transferred 
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thence, with an inquisitional mystery, to the Capuchim 
convent of Genzano. 

At this crisis in his career a new epoch commenced 
for Europe — the epoch of revolutions. 

France banished the dynasty of Orleans, and pro- 
claimed the republic. Europe seemed paralyzed by 
the force and suddenness of the blow; the people 
greeted the opportunity with a wild enthusiasm, and, 
following the example, the torch of liberty was bran- . 
dished everywhere, and in a few days central Europe 
became the seat of constitutional government. 

Hope dawned for Italy from a truly unexpected 
quarter. It came from Germany — from Vienna. The 
students of all nations who were assembled there, 
Germans, Hungarians, Italians, Poles, strove to further 
the great end of the regeneration of nations, and to 
their noble efforts the Austrian revolution is mainly 
due. The dynasty of Hapsburg, which had resisted the 
shock of ages, trembled on its throne. The emperor, 
archdukes, princes, and ministers in the imperial 
palace heard with dismay threats of banishment, im- 
prisonment, and death. In the extremity of their fear 
they granted everything. Electoral franchise was 
promised, and a free constitution decreed — Metter- 
nich, fearing for his life, fled in haste — Italy soon 
knew what was passing at Vienna — cockades were 
mounted, the tricolor flags displayed, and the Italian 
banner unfurled — Venice and Lombardy drove out 
the enemy — capitulation on capitulation followed. 
But a few days had elapsed, and the whole of Lom- 
bardo-Venetia, save Verona and Mantua and the 
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dependent fortresses, was free. The Germans with- 
drew in trembling haste to these fortified towns, as 
their sole place of refuge. Here too was Badetzky. 

And again a cry arose throughout the land — a cry 
of brotherhood and love. Long-cherished hopes and 
desires assumed the garb of certainties, and national 
unity seemed attained. The various states hastened 
to send assistance to Lombardy and Venice, to meet 
.the moment when Austria, waking from her surprise, 
should pour her hordes into Italy. Borne was not 
the last to respond to the call which bade each man 
join in the crusade against the eternal foe and op- 
pressor of his native land. 

The Pope yielded, with ill grace perhaps, to the 
demand of the people, but he was not yet quite a 
tyrant, and authorized voluntary levies throughout 
his states, whose number, added to the Roman volun- 
teers, constituted a force of formidable magnitude. 
An army had arisen as if by magic. A multitude was 
in arms, burning with patriotic fire, and ready to shed 
the last drop of their blood in defence of their 
hearths and homes. 

Gavazzi was one of the first to move in the great 
cause. He was the first man who paraded the streets 
of Borne with the emblematic colours pinned to his 
breast. Mindful, however, of his sacred calling, he 
chose the typical form of the cross, and often in the 
thickest of the fray, in days which followed, was this 
cross the sole defence of the man who exposed him- 
self fearlessly in the cause of truth. It never quitted 
him from that time forward, and now with a pardon- 
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able pride lie shows it as a trophy in the land of the 
stranger. 

When the glorious news of the days of Milan 
reached Eome, he preached the crusade of deliverance 
— aid to the friends of liberty, and banishment to the 
common foe. At his stirring appeal, a valorous youth 
sprang to arms — none resisted this sovereign per- 
suader of hearts. Students, mechanics, rich and poor, 
the noble and low-born, were banded together : nay, 
even fathers forgot the duties of home and family in 
this hour of their country's need, and ere two days 
had passed the troop of volunteers was on its march. 

The arch-dissembler Pius feigned approval of the 
mission and its purpose. The troops were summoned 
to the Vatican ; and there, men, arms and flags re- 
ceived the Papal benediction. A solemn blessing 
was invoked on the great work, and G-avazzi, as 
deemed most worthy of the high office, was nomi- 
nated chaplain in chief. The Pontiff, in a private 
interview granted that same evening, empowered Ga- 
vazzi to act with supreme authority over the other 
chaplains, gave certain final instructions, and gra- 
ciously accorded to him a special blessing for his new 
vocation. Never was better proof afforded of how 
incompatible are liberty and Popedom than in this 
interview. G-avazzi was given to understand that the 
passage of the Po was authorized solely with a view 
to recover for the holy see the district of Polesine. 
Hence it was not for liberty — it was not to free the 
land from tyranny and oppression — it was for no great 
national and disinterested end that this enterprise was 
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blessed with words by the high priest of Eome. A 
petty scrap of territory was to be added to the Papal 
state, a slight accession of temporal power was to be 
gained, and this was motive sufficient for the most 
imposing and solemn of ceremonials ! If he did not 
approve of the enterprise, why thus authorize it? 
Is there then such a thing as trafficking with a man's 
own conscience? Is it possible that the infallible 
mind can sanction aught whereof it does not feel 
complete conviction ? Certain it is that now, when 
the value of uttered words can be adequately weighed, 
the Pope stands convicted of hypocrisy from his own 
mouth. In the private inteFview which he accorded 
to Gavazzi two days after his arrival in Home, he 
said, " Speak to me no more of Italy"— at that mo- 
ment these words were interpreted, as arising from 
some potent and hidden cause — some political reason 
which perchance involved interests of importance to 
Italy at large : Pio Nono enjoyed then the blind con- 
fidence of his countrymen. In this confidence Ga- 
vazzi shared ; and in the simplicity of trust he attri- 
buted this expression of sentiment to motives which 
it became him not to penetrate. Subsequent experi- 
ence traced these words too clearly to their true 
source — a complete indifference to the revolutionary 
cause and to the redemption of Italy. 

The chaplain of the volunteers began his march 
through the Eoman states. His principles triumphed 
everywhere. He was enabled to employ not only the 
arguments arising from a profound conviction of their 
political truth, but the mighty engine of religion had 
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been placed in his hands as well. Each man believed 
that the Pope had blessed the undertaking ; the peo- 
ple, ever greedy of the wonderful, saw a miracle in the 
sudden disappearance of the German from Italian 
lands, and believed that the combination of events 
which tended to the regeneration of their country 
could arise from supernatural causes alone. Powerful 
then were the arguments which Gtavazzi had at his 
command. The cause was just and sacred — it was 
the true cause, and God willed that it should triumph. 
Nor were illustrations from holy writ wanting. They 
the elect were in the land of bondage, and the hand 
of the Lord was stretched forth to save them. How 
these potent weapons were employed by the apostle 
of liberty, let those who know him judge. Every 
day he preached the holy crusade, and each day saw 
the devoted legions swell in number. They entered 
Tuscany, and at Perugia a deputation of the chief 
citizens came forth to meet them, bidding welcome, 
and craving that the voice of one who preached the 
salvation of their country might be heard within their 
walls. 

Embosomed midst surrounding hills, Perugia boasts 
not of her palaces, her commerce, or long-enduring 
monuments of art. A valiant, hardy race dwells here 
— men whose thoughts are free as the air of the 
mountains which they breathe — men who in sacred 
devotion to their country's cause yield to none. 
They cherish still with fond veneration the memory 
of* a bishop, who boldly dared to stem the current of 
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Bomish corruption, and who, with a courage worthy 
of better times, cheerfully underwent persecution in 
the cause of truth. It is needless to say that here 
the reception of the volunteers was enthusiastic: 
Gavazzi was treated by them with a reverence little 
short of adoration ; and had he been a man of less 
pure motives, ambitious thoughts might well have 
swelled within his breast and led him astray; but 
with him, one feeling, the saving of his country, swal- 
lowed up all personal ends. 

The horses were speedily unharnessed from the 
carriage which bore him, and noble youths dragged 
him in triumph into the town. Before, a troop of 
damsels dressed in white went singing songs of father- 
land, and strewing the paths with flowers, as did the 
Hebrew maidens of old before David. To dwell upon 
this scene of triumph were perhaps to wound the 
feelings of a living man, to whom this homage was 
paid against his will. 

In Italy the feelings are manifested with all the 
warmth and poetic passion which characterize the 
natives of a southern clime : no restraint is imposed 
upon the emotions ; and where love is felt, it is shown 
by demonstrations which, when not traced to their 
true source of sublime exaltation, might seem to bor- 
der on extravagance. 

His address to the Perugians was heard with a wild 
enthusiasm, and was followed by ample sacrifices 
cheerfully made on the altar of their country. 

Passing onwards in their march they arrived at 
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Bologna; and here Gavazzi found himself placed in 
one of those critical positions which called for all the 
energy which characterizes his nature. 

The Bourbon king gave orders to recall the im- 
portant subsidy of troops which he had sent to aid 
the common cause in Lombardy. A revolutionary 
movement which had suddenly broken out in Naples 
afforded sufficient pretext for summoning back the 
Neapolitan army of 18,000 men strong, which at this 
juncture was posted in Bologna. Here the fatal order 
reached the troops; and the dreadful alternative of 
disobedience to the king or to their country's call 
was placed before them ! It was an awful moment — 
a solemn pause ensued, in which men's minds were 
direfully agitated by conflicting doubts and fears. On 
the one hand spoke those prejudices which had been 
imbibed with a mother's milk, fostered in the schools, 
and matured at a later age in priestly colleges. Ve- 
nerate and obey the king — adore thou the fierce 
monster " who hath the feet of a bear, the mouth of 
a lion, and who is clothed with blasphemy and abomi- 
nation." On the other side were ranged inspirations 
of more recent date— devotion to the cause of liberty ; 
a patriotism exalted by passing events ; and that deep 
religious sentiment which had been called into exist- 
ance by the belief that the Pope, in blessing their 
arms, had sanctified their mission and ensured to 
them a certain victory. The people then will never 
see that liberty cannot flow from the Papacy, whose 
very existence is dependent upon tyrannical institu- 
tions ! 
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The moment was indeed one of supreme agony to 
all true patriots ; for the fate of Italy stood trembling 
in the balance, awaiting the termination of this men- 
tal conflict. Did prejudice carry the day, the country 
was for ever lost: and if conviction triumphed, her 
redemption was at hand. 

The scales of the balance were in the hands of the 
officers to turn which way they pleased ; for the men 
would have blindly obeyed orders. Unfortunately 
the views of the officers were opposed to liberty and 
the new state of things, and they were moreover 
bound by strong ties of personal attachment to the 
king. Severe and cruel to others, the monarch was 
ever kind and gracious, nay even fawning, to the 
soldiers : it was then that a few generous spirits rose 
up among them, and protested loudly against the 
fatal counsel of abandoning Venice and Lombardy as 
a helpless prey to the gripe of Austria ; then it was 
that Father Gkivazzi stood forth to reassure the weak 
of heart, and employed all he had of eloquent per- 
suasion in bidding them resist the fatal order of re- 
call. He sought with the thunder of his voice to 
confront the might of the tempest which he saw 
lowring over his beloved land : he saw in the return 
of the army a deathblow to all hope, and he would 
have parried it by the force of simple words. 

Eighteen thousand men hovered in uncertainty — 
eighteen thousand men were to be gained over to 
acknowledge that all should be abandoned for their 
country's sake: for this, they should disobey their 
king, should risk life and substance, and renounce all 
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that they held most dear on earth : forgetting the 
lessons of their youth they had now to avow that 
kings were but crowned tyrants, that the image 
before which they had so long bowed down was but a 
senseless idol, and that what they had been taught to 
venerate as awful realities were but vain delusions 
and empty phantasms. 

Gtavazzi's courage rose with the tremendous exi- 
gencies of the occasion. He threw himself into the 
midst of this armed multitude, to whom he was a 
stranger. His form seemed to dilate, his eyes flashed 
with unusual fire, and his mighty voice gathered a 
wondrous strength as he proclaimed, in a strain of 
passionate eloquence, such as sacred zeal alone can in- 
spire, the danger of his country, and implored them 
to interpose, avert, and save. The commotion ceased, 
all sounds were hushed, an attentive silence reigned, 
minds began to waver, and it seemed for a moment 
that the day was gained and Italy free. But it was 
written that the time was not yet ripe : it was written 
that Italy had yet to pass through bitter trials of blood 
and sorrow, of slavery and of infinite misery : it was 
written that another day of servitude and woe should 
stand inscribed in life's annals (alas ! why is it not per- 
mitted to blot out the dreary record ?) it was written 
that Italy should not yet be free, because it did not 
yet seem good to infinite "Wisdom that tyranny should 
cease. 

'The words of Gavazzi fell on heedless ears. A 
murmur of disapprobation arose; first among the 
officers, and a few menacing injunctions whispered to 
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the soldiers sealed the fate of the preacher's discpurse. 
Satan had blinded their hearts — falsehood took the 
garb of truth — truth in her naked purity was made to 
assume a hideous semblance, a thing to be spurned and 
execrated ; and the love of country, love sacred and 
divine, seemed to their darkened minds an abomina- 
tion and a curse. The king was the true emblem of 
justice — him should they love and adore — he was the 
hero, the god before whom they should bow down — 
The just man who spoke before them was a child of 
evil, and his words were the words of impiety and 
perdition. 

To the growing discontent of the soldiers, Gtovazzi 
answered by renewed appeals to their patriotism. 
His stentorian voice was long heard above the storm 
of menace which raged around him; and when at 
length it was overpowered by the hoarse shouts of 
the armed multitude, there burst from him a long, 
loud cry of anguish — the desperate cry of a man who 
sees that the dearest hopes of his soul are utterly lost. 
A few last words fell from the fearless man, but the 
voice of truth was drowned amidst angry cries of 
death. 

He ceased at length, seeing how vain was every 
endeavour to move them from their purpose; and 
turning his back upon the doomed crowd moved 
sadly and slowly away. He feared not the prospect 
of impending death, since life to him was as naught, 
if by its sacrifice he could have saved his country ; 
but his heart bled within him, as he thought how 
surely the die was cast against the cause of freedom. 
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A memorable but mournful instance of patriotic 
devotion here occurred. Colonel Lagalla was one 
of those men to whom all was contained in the 
words "my country." As his love for Italy knew no 
bounds, so did he not hesitate to confront all danger 
for her sake. Flinging himself in the path of the in- 
furiated beings who were thirsting for the blood of 
their fellow-man, he prayed them, in words of passion- 
ate and seemingly irresistible entreaty, not to abandon 
their country in this hour of her extreme need. He 
likened them to children towards whom a weeping 
and disconsolate mother stretched her arms, looking 
for deliverance. They needed but to put forth their 
hands to save her from the precipice on whose brink 
she stood — not to save was to slay — inaction was 
death — would they look calmly on, and see her perish 
to whom they owed their life ? All was vain — the 
dreadful image of matricide failed to deter them 
from their fixed and inexorable resolve to return. 
Mad with grief at the spectacle of his country's hope- 
less ruin, the unfortunate man seized a pistol in each 
hand, and pointing them at his head, fired both at the 
same moment. He fell a stiffened corpse at their 
feet. May G-od have mercy upon the soul of this mis- 
guided man, who, in a moment of supreme woe, forgot 
that life was not his to take away. May he be for- 
given who laid violent hands upon himself, not know- 
ing what he did — in no rebellious spirit against his 
Maker's works, but moved by the desperate hope that 
his lamentable fate might perchance influence those 
perverse men who were deaf to the voice of reason 
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and entreaty. The soldiers remained unmoved at the 
terrible spectacle ; passive obedience is the soldier's 
creed, and the march homeward was commenced. 

It was the 5th of May, and the anniversary of Pius' 
election was being celebrated with all pomp at Padua. 
The splendid cathedral was crowded with people lis- 
tening to the words of the officiating bishop, when 
the vanguard of the Roman auxiliaries entered the 
town. At their head marched a man of elevated 
stature, habited in black, with a cross upon his breast. 
He seemed a second Peter the Hermit, at the bidding 
of whose voice all Europe took arms to reconquer the 
holy land from the infidel. Padua joyfully hailed the 
arrival of such men with such a leader; the chief 
citizens bade them welcome, and invited them to 
assist at the completion of the ceremony in the ca- 
thedral. Jaded and way-worn they entered the sacred 
edifice ; and Gavazzi, oppressed as he was by the fa- 
tigue of a toilsome march, found himself compelled to 
yield to the pressing solicitations of all, backed by 
the bishop's ready assent, that he should speak to 
them words of comfort and exhortation. It was a 
brave sight to see this man, with dusty garments and 
form all disordered, ascend the pulpit, and with un- 
abated zeal, with undiminished fire, declare his mission 
and its lofty purpose. This courageous eloquence, 
which seemed to defy all obstacles, inspired the Pa- 
duans with an enthusiasm so great that, forgetful of 
all discretion, or believing perhaps that such energy 
was inexhaustible, they entreated him not to leave 
their town without addressing them once more. He 
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consented to their request, and preached the same 
day in the great piazza at five in the afternoon to a 
mighty concourse. All that Padua contained of young 
and old, of either sex, were there to listen ; and none 
went away without feeling that his rare and wondrous 
eloquence had more than ever endeared their country 
to their hearts. 

Hence the army marched on to Venice ; and here, 
as everywhere, G-avazzi was the observed of all ob- 
servers. Manin, the president, and his colleagues 
waited on him and asked him to address the people in 
the Piazza San Marco on behalf of the sacred cause. 

At the outbreak of the revolution the Venetians 
had shown themselves but lukewarm supporters of 
the cause of independence, but they subsequently 
nobly redeemed themselves from the charge of indiffe- 
rentism ; and by their brave defence of their beloved 
city, patiently enduring all the horrors of war, famine 
and pestilence ere they yielded to an overwhelming 
force, amply deserve the first place among those de- 
voted men who sacrificed all for their country's sake. 
They too received a mighty impulse from the voice of 
the great preacher. 

The Piazza San Marco was the theatre chosen — 
Venetians were the auditors — Gavazzi was the 
preacher. Theatre, auditors and preacher were well 
worthy one of another, and combined to form a spec- 
tacle of rare and engrossing interest. The orator 
and the vast mass of the people who had thronged 
eagerly to listen to him, were standing in a spot 
adorned by glittering palaces, each stone of which 
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spoke of those days of long-enduring triumph when 
the Lion of Venice rode the wide seas in proud su- 
premacy : these memories of the past filled the minds 
of all, as they saw the apostle of freedom before them. 
He, who had already endured toil, persecution and 
privation, who had braved the perils of a long and 
weary march, who had set at naught the enmity of 
potent adversaries which his gifted eloquence had 
raised around him, now stood before them, about to 
speak of liberty and love of country, and, surrounded 
by the eternal records of what had been, he was 
about to show them that which they again might be. 

It is easy to imagine and infer from our knowledge 
of Gavazzi's resources, in what elevated language he 
treated the subject of his every-day thoughts, how he 
revelled and luxuriated in glorious images created by 
the suggestive objects which met his eye on every 
side ; how those who thought with him derived fresh 
argument in support of their convictions, and how 
his opponents when not persuaded were still fascinated 
and almost made to believe against their will. Un- 
fortunately these oratorical treasures coming fresh 
from the mint of the brain can only be valued by 
their after effects, for Gavazzi nearly always spoke 
without note or preparation ; and as thought followed 
thought with wondrous rapidity in his mind, so he 
uttered them without taking heed how they were 
gathered. He threw the seed forth with liberal hand, 
trusting that it would fall on good ground, and bear 
fruit in due season. 

A task worthy of his powers now devolved upon 
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him. An appeal was to be made to the inhabitants of 
Venice in behalf of their suffering and indigent coun- 
trymen, and G-avazzi was again the man chosen to be 
the advocate of charity. Again he spoke in the Pi- 
azza San Marco, and he was heard — he prayed for aid, 
and aid was given. Prom that day commenced a se- 
ries of heroic sacrifices, which almost pass conception ; 
poor and rich, alike without distinction, joined in for- 
warding the good work : there were none, high or low, 
who gave not something : those who had not money 
gave rings, garments, necklaces or jewels. It was a 
truly touching sight to s,ee the women of Venice strip 
themselves thus voluntarily of those ornaments which 
enhanced the charms of a beauty which is proverbial ; 
and, with a smile of noble satisfaction, sacrifice those 
glittering baubles which the sex so highly values, 
prizing them as nought when compared with that gem 
of highest moral worth — charity. Some idea may be 
formed of the extent to which these benevolent feel- 
ings were carried, when it becomes known that in 
those times in which distress and want reigned gene- 
rally, upwards of 120,000 francs were collected in one 
single day. 

Meanwhile the German hordes poured down on the 
Venetian territory, and daily the Austrian s gained 
ground. Throughout the horrors of the war Gavazzi 
never quitted his men, and in each fierce encounter 
was always to be seen exhorting and encouraging by 
words and fearless exposure of himself, his fellow- 
soldiers. Subsequently too, in the retreat of the Piave 
he aided in the brave defence of Treviso, where the 
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besieged demeaned themselves so heroically, as to 
extort admiration even from their enemies. At the 
capitulation they were permitted to march out, not only 
with all the honours of war, but also to take their 
cannon with them. It was thus that the iron Eadetzky 
showed, with true soldier-like feeling, the estimation in 
which he held true bravery, even when it came from 
enemies, and so-called rebels. 

In this retreat Gavazzi had to suffer much* He 
could not pass unnoticed amidst the hostile squadrons. 
His lofty stature and frank aspect, the priestly gar- 
ment and the ample cross which covered his breast 
like a cuirass, all marked him out for notice. His wide 
reputation had moreover made him known everywhere. 
It was not likely that an ungenerous enemy would 
miss this opportunity of showing their detestation of 
the cause, when its chief supporter and most ardent 
advocate was in their power. In truth no insult was 
spared either of word or action — they thrust their 
filthy hands in his face, they hustled him like a pick- 
pocket, adding some ignominous epithet as they pushed 
him from hand to hand ; bayonets and swords were 
pointed at his breast, accompanied by empty threats 
of death. No vile treatment which the vulgarity of a 
hostile mind can devise was omitted ; and things were 
done from which the imagination shrinks, and which 
we will not sully our pages by recording. He bore 
all with a meekness worthy of his calling, restraining 
the rebellious Adam within him by the remembrance 
of the mightier sufferings of that divine Master of 
whom he felt himself to be but an unworthy disciple. 
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But he was not alone. Throughout the struggle 
for independence four brothers fought by the side of 
Gavazzi. The same family from which had sprung 
the man of eloquence had also furnished a devoted 
band of brothers to fight and die for their country. 
To them, the men of action, soldiers and brave men, 
the spectacle was most galling. Insults, not to 
avenge which was deemed dishonourable by the sol- 
dier's creed, were offered before their eyes to a be- 
loved object : every emotion which a generous mind 
can feel was roused, and yet must be suppressed: 
with quivering limbs and swelling hearts they were 
compelled to look idly on, knowing too well that any 
mad effort on their part could but have entailed their 
own sacrifice, without availing in aught to protect 
their brother. Could the bitterest enemy have in- 
vented a more refined torture ? 

It should in justice be mentioned that the younger 
officers and soldiers alone were guilty of these inso- 
lent excesses, and that the older among them, if not 
kind, were at least considerate in their treatment of 
Gavazzi. 

The different troops which had been scattered 
abroad after the siege of Treviso met again together 
at Mestre, with the intention of going forward to Ve- 
nice. Here the famous free Italian legion was 
formed ; a body of men who were among the foremost 
in the heroic defence of Venice. Gavazzi did not 
remain long with them. He felt that his mission was 
to continue adding fuel to the fire of patriotism, 
where it seemed to burn but feebly in the hearts of 
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his countrymen, and he bent his steps towards Flo- 
rence. In this town he had already been well re- 
ceived; and now, his past sufferings in the cause 
made his arrival doubly welcome. 

At Florence, yielding to requests often and press- 
ingly urged, he resumed his discourses, endeavouring 
to inculcate on the minds of the people the ends 
which true liberty contemplated — he sought to rouse 
those who were indifferent, to conciliate his oppo- 
nents, to restrain the headlong impetuosity of parti- 
sans, and above all combated, like a true moralist, 
against those patriots who "licence mean when they cry 
liberty." Lofty as were the views which he advocated, 
morally true as were the lessons which he taught, he 
failed not nevertheless to give umbrage to a weak and 
suspicious government, which found sufficient ground 
for accusation in the influence obtained by his elo- 
quence over the people. He was seized, and con- 
veyed across the frontier under the escort of a troop 
of dragoons : on the way he was treated with every 
consideration, and at the bridge of Scaricasino, which 
marks the boundary-line between the Florentine and 
Papal states, they left him in the hands of the inha- 
bitants, who warmly greeted his arrival among them. 
It was his design to have journeyed on to Bologna ; 
but half-way, friends met him with the informal on 
that certain arrest and imprisonment awaited him, 
should he set foot within the town, and recommended 
further that he should carefully avoid the beaten track 
on his path onwards, since parties of soldiers had 
been posted on all the principal roads with orders to 



Digitized by Google 



LIFE OF GAVAZZI. 



41 



capture and bring him back to Bologna. Upon re- 
ceiving this news, he determined to visit one of his 
relations who lived at some distance, in the hope of 
passing a few days with him in that tranquillity and 
repose of which he stood so much in need. After a 
journey full of difficulties, dangers and privations, he 
succeeded in at length reaching the desired haven, and 
found a home under his cousin's humble roof. His 
new resting-place was situate about twenty -four miles 
from Bologna ; and here he received, in secret, visits 
from his friends with whom he held long and enter- 
taining converse. 

It was impossible that he should live long here un- 
observed. Information soon reached the authorities 
of his hiding place, and orders were issued for his im- 
mediate arrest. Tidings reached him of the inten- 
tions of his enemies from a truly unexpected quarter. 
It was a cardinal who sent him the timely warning, 
and counselled him to fly. Cardinal Amat, Governor 
of Bologna, was one of those rare men who have 
moral courage sufficient to act in consonance with 
their convictions, in spite of prejudice, place, and the 
fear of offence. Living among men of evil ways, he 
shunned not the straight path. A dependant upon 
despotic institutions, he was not an opponent of 
liberty. He contrived to let Gavazzi know of the 
danger which awaited him; and, upon receiving a 
grateful letter of thanks from the poor victim of per- 
secution, sent him that pecuniary aid which was in- 
dispensable to enable him to pursue his journey. All 
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praise be given to this brave man, who, though car- 
dinal, governor and magistrate at once, feared not 
to incur a triple responsibility when by so doing 
he could protect an innocent man, In examining the 
long list of men who were the willing instruments of 
a pope, who had already shown himself in his true 
papal colours, who were the slaves of the most com- 
plete of all tyrannies, the mind dwells with a grateful 
pleasure upon this solitary instance of freedom and 
courage. It was then possible that even among the 
priestly magnates a man might be found willing to 
admit that personal interests become insignificant 
when compared with the weightier considerations of 
humanity and charity. 

Gavazzi selected Milan as his next place of refuge ; 
but in this city his voice was not heard. The Mila- 
nese were in a strange state of division and per- 
plexity. Some of them were more than half-inclined 
to believe in the sincerity of Charles Albert, but none 
had any confidence in his generals. These were al- 
most without exception men of the old school. They 
had retained the ideas, but no longer possessed 
the valour of their ancestors. They were igno- 
rant and faithless, and could not conceive such a 
miracle as the regeneration of a people whose parity 
with themselves they could not be brought to acknow- 
ledge. Thus it was that on the one hand, doubts 
gave rise to intemperate ebullitions, and on the other 
hand, these very excesses served as so many illustra- 
tive arguments in favour of the old despotic regime. 
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To this schism of opinions, added to the utter want of 
experience in the generals, were due the disastrous 
termination of the Lombardy campaign, and the dis- 
graceful capitulation of Milan. 

Seeing that this was the condition of parties when 
Gavazzi entered Milan, it would have been worse 
than useless for him to have spoken. He could only 
have increased the irritation of party-feeling, without 
in any way advancing the cause of freedom. No 
entreaty could induce him to depart from his fixed 
resolve, and during the whole of his stay he never 
spoke in public. When Milan capitulated he formed 
one of the large body of emigrants. The number of 
persons who quitted the city was prodigious, and might 
serve in some sort as a measure of the hatred borne 
by the vanquished to the victors. Here might be seen 
women abandoning all the comforts of home, the 
newly-born infant in their arms ; there old men teach- 
ing their tottering limbs to carry them far from the 
tyrant's reach — the rich leaving their palaces to the 
remorseless pillage of the conqueror ; the streets full 
of men, of women, of old and young, all actuated by 
one and the self-same feeling — all ready to brave the 
terrors of exile with its inevitable concomitants of 
misery, suffering and hunger ; nay, perchance, of death, 
rather than live as the oppressor's slaves. Truly a 
brave people these same Milanese, and deserving of 
a better fate. 

• In the society of many of the exiles Gavazzi re- 
paired to Genoa, and here he would have broken his 
long silence, but the face of things had already begun 
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to show symptoms of a change. As misfortune followed 
on misfortune, so did the bitterness of party feeling 
increase. Boyalists and republicans overwhelmed one 
another with accusations and recriminations. The 
truth is, that with the fall of Milan, the fate of Italy 
was decided. Noble efforts were doubtless subse- 
quently made, but they were attended with no benefi- 
cial result. Venice, Genoa, Bologna, Leghorn, and 
Borne served by their brave resistance to show how 
deeply rooted is the love of country in Italian hearts, 
and their courage and devotion to the cause of free- 
dom will cause the name of Italian to be respected, 
spite of the cavillings of foes, both by present and 
future generations. The sacrifices which these cities 
made will not be thrown away in times to come, but 
for the time being they availed not to save Italy. 

Let us cast an eye over the rest of the kingdom. 
Piedmont was powerless ; she either could not or would 
not aid the sacred cause. In Naples, the Bourbon 
was triumphant ; and in Sicily the struggle, if violent, 
was also hopeless. An undisciplined multitude had 
no chance with soldiers inured to all the toils of war ; 
and even had an advantage been obtained, us at Rome 
and Venice, it could only have been temporary, for the 
tyrants of Europe had resolved that Italy should 
perish, even should it be found necessary that repub- 
licans must fight against the republic to attain this end. 

At Genoa great agitation reigned. As at Milan, 
party-feeling ran high, and the democrats brought 
every engine into play, being conscious that the only 
chance of turning the scale remained with them. 
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Gavazzi was invited to address the people, but Gio- 
berti, who was now minister, forbade him to speak. 
Perchance at no other moment was it more important 
that a powerful appeal should be made to men's 
minds ; at no other moment would it have been at- 
tended with more efficacious results, and precisely for 
this reason was silence imposed on Gavazzi. What 
he could not do publicly he strove to do in private. 
He was invited everywhere and requested to explain 
his views, but the Piedmontese system of espionage 
under Gioberti was in no way inferior to the Austrian; 
and spies were commissioned to follow Gavazzi con- 
tinually, thus rendering it dangerous, and useless at 
the same time for him to speak his sentiments with 
anything like freedom. 

The Papal prejudices entertained by Gioberti, and 
the blind pertinacity with which he pursued a certain 
system rendered him Italy's worst enemy at this 
juncture. 

While this was the state of affairs at Genoa, a fear- 
ful visitation fell upon the Bolognese. Whether the 
result of diabolical instigations on the part of the 
opponents of progress or the consequence of social 
disorganization, it is difficult to say, but the assassin's 
trade was daily plied at Bologna. The secrecy and 
suddenness with which the blow is struck — the know- 
ledge that life is secure at no moment — that neither 
innocence nor guilt are safeguards — that age or sex 
form no protection — inspire even the most courageous 
with a dread of assassination as the most terrible of 
all deaths. The husband goes forth in the morning, 
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not knowing whether he will be again permitted to 
see his wife ; the father leaves his family uncertain 
whether he has not clasped his children to his breast 
for the last time. 

It is thus that liberty, when unrestrained by whole- 
some checks — when not founded upon virtue and 
morality, and further backed by sound institutions, 
leads to the most fearful excesses and crimes. 

No means which the citizens of Bologna could 
adopt were found competent to rid them of this awful 
scourge, and as a last resource they entreated Gavazzi 
to come among them, and endeavour by the power of 
his eloquence to lay this spirit of blood and slaughter' 
which had entered men's hearts, and which rendered 
their fair City a scene of death and desolation. Gavazzi 
at once accepted the perilous task and quitted Genoa, 
his lofty soul rejoicing in the noble enterprise laid 
before it. 

On his way he passed through Leghorn, and though 
his stay here was of necessity very brief, yet would he 
willingly have spoken a few words to satisfy the long- 
ings of those who had been among his earliest disciples. 
But the Tuscan government viewed him with suspi- 
cion. To explain this, and for the better understanding 
of what follows, a brief digression becomes necessary. 

When Milan fell, Florence and Tuscany were 
divided into two parties. The government called 
itself liberal, but the ministers, — sincere men enough 
in their way— belonged to the old school, while the 
Grand Duke, who played the part of a good man, but 
took his cue from the worst counsellors, was nothing 
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better than a hypocrite. The defensive attitude as- 
sumed by the Livornese and the democrats of Tus- 
cany was not uncalled-for or unjustifiable, since 
nothing but fair words had as yet been received from 
the government ; and had not the enemy been fully 
occupied with the Hungarian war, a descent upon 
central Italy would have been attended with an easy 
victory over a totally unprotected country. It was 
absolutely necessary that the democratic party of 
Tuscany should bestir themselves, because the favour 
shown by government to the good cause was a mere 
sham. At the outburst of the revolution it had with 
an ill grace granted the levy of a few volunteers who 
fought bravely at Curtatone. But beyond this, what 
was done ? Where were the arms and ammunition, 
which are necessary for equipping and sending an 
army to fight against the common enemy ? 

Had but the governments applied themselves to 
the great work with single heart and hand, what 
might not Italy now be ? . . . Freed from the 
withering rule of the Teuton, what might she not 
have become ? 

But to return to the subject of this brief memoir. 
Q-uerrazzi, to whom the sacred watchword of liberty 
served but as a cloak to ambitious designs, had already 
spoken at Florence and Leghorn, and the mighty spirit 
of democracy was slowly wakening from its slumber, 
when it was destined to be thoroughly roused by 
one whose irresistible eloquence, whose indomitable 
courage, had acquired for him an Italian renown. — 
Descending from Liguria, Gtavazzi appeared at Leg- 
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horn. The Livornese received the apostle of liberty 
with wild enthusiam, but scarce had he appeared 
amongst them when it was intimated to him that he 
should depart and cany his turbulent spirit elsewhere. 
But the citizens of Leghorn suffered not this shame to 
fall upon them. It should never be said of them that 
they looked idly on with folded hands, while in a free 
state, the man of liberty was persecuted in a manner 
worthy of despotism. From this time forward, the 
angry spirit of the people began to kindle ; loud out- 
cries were heard ; the retrogradists (rear-hangers com- 
monly called) began to be disquieted, while a weak 
and impotent sovereign in vain essayed every poor 
shift which a policy of duplicity and tergiversation 
could suggest. From this date forward, the party of 
Guerrazzi grew in force, and widening its hostile in- 
fluence day by day, suffered no check until the hour 
of triumph came. This was the work of Father 
Gavazzi. Though he spoke not, yet to his presence, 
to the memory of his resistless eloquence and to his 
devotion to the cause of democracy was this result 
due. His glowing words had given form and consist- 
ence to the shapeless thoughts of the multitude, and, 
inspired by his presence, they passed from words to 
deed. He stayed not, however, to witness the minis- 
terial crisis in Tuscany which had thus been brought 
about by his agency, but sped onwards, as had been 
his original design, to Bologna. 

He entered this devoted city as an angel of peace 
with the olive branch in his hand. Few were the 
words which he spoke, but he fawned not on the mul- 
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titude— he flattered not — threatening denunciations of 
wrath, not of man but of God, fell from his lips. He 
commenced his discourse with this solemn appeal : " I 
stand here, as I think, not in the midst of assassins, but 
surrounded by Italians and the citizens of Bologna." 
Few and simple as were these words, their effect was 
electrical. The orator of nature had touched the true 
chord, and responding to the master* s hand, harmony 
reigned in place of discord ; the assassin's trade ceased, 
and the citizens once more paced their streets in the 
tranquil confidence begot by neighbourly faith and 
good-will. Thus was shown the mighty moral influ- 
ence of a man speaking from the fulness of a true 
and generous heart. Gavazzi, by a word spoken in 
season, freed his country from treachery and the as- 
sassin's knife, and the grateful Bolognese displayed 
towards him a reverence alone due to him who seemed 
sent as a messenger from heaven for their safety. 

So closed the month of November ; but already the 
spirit of retrogradism was triumphing in the Roman 
States under the ministry of Rossi and Zucchi. 

The Pope had deserted the cause of liberty. The 
few concessions which he had granted to the Roman 
people weighed upon his conscience like some grave 
crime — he looked upon himself as an apostate, as no 
longer Pope, as the destroyer of the sacred edifice of 
religion. The priesthood, and more especially the 
Jesuits, had been at work : they well knew their man, 
and so worked upon his feeble mind, that his few good 
deeds appeared to him now as foul sins. He had 
allowed his people to taste the sweets of liberty — he 
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had promised that the days of slavery, oppression and 
blood should pass away, to be replaced by the sweet 
security of law and justice — tyranny should no longer 
exist, but the true rights of the people should be re* 
cognised. Alas ! he was told that this could not be — 
that his footsteps touched profane ground — that he 
was sinning against Christ and the Gospel. The 
monster of Jesuitism had seized upon its prey and 
held firm hold: the Vicar of Christ, the infallible 
mind, trembled: strange fears seized upon him; 
demons and all the dreadful creations of a weak ima- 
gination, perverted by the agency of insidious coun- 
sellors, presented themselves in appalling forms before 
him, and he was led to believe, mourning in sackcloth 
and ashes, that, by granting some small share of free- 
dom to his fellow-creatures, he had offended against 
the Almighty, and compromised his eternal salvation ! 
To such results could superstition, working upon a 
feeble intellect, lead. 

The death-blow was then to be struck at the liberty 
of Borne, but for this an able instrument was needed. 
A man who had been the creature of Louis Philippe, 
who was well versed in the tortuous policy of the house 
of Orleans, and thoroughly skilled in every ministerial 
wile, was chosen. The odious task was given to Rossi, 
with the title of Pope's minister, nor could it have 
been confided to abler hands. The result is known to 
all. Nor is it our intention to speak of this man's 
lamentable fate, or of the stormy recriminations 
which followed thereupon. Another traitor, a Judas 
of a deeper dye, calls for mention in these pages. 
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General Zucchi was a man in whom perhaps last of 
all, Italy might have expected to find a betrayer of 
the sacred cause. He had suffered every indignity 
from Austrian tyranny and persecution ; he had 
grown grey in an Austrian prison, and was thrust 
forth in old age to wander where he listed beyond the 
confines of the tyrant's realm. At Milan, where 
men looked upon him as a martyr to the cause of 
liberty, and as yet believed not in his apostacy, he 
was subsequently appointed to the command of the 
civic force. In his capacity as general he rendered 
himself universally odious by his brutal demeanour 
and tyrannical measures. 

But the cup of his shame was not yet full. The 
hoary Apostate had yet to fill an office which will 
render his name an opprobrium and execration in the 
mouth of every true Italian. When the Pope sided 
with the enemies of his country, when freedom was to 
be suppressed, Zucchi became the ready instrument 
of his master's designs. Bidden to capture Gtavazzi, 
he performed the catchpole's duty and arrested him at 
Bologna. As Austria had dealt with him in days 
gone by, so dealt he now with the generous Barna- 
bite. So that his thirst for vengeance were satisfied, 
what mattered it to him who was the victim ? To 
make others suffer as he had suffered was now the 
maxim of a man, whose mind had been perverted to 
cruelty by the miseries which he had endured in his 
own person. 

At Bologna, Zucchi, who was Bossi's creature, and 
the blind, or perhaps conscious instrument of jesui- 
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tical re-action, applied himself to extinguish the spark 
of sacred fire "which still glimmered on the altar of 
liberty. He sought to bind liberty to her own altar, 
and, decking out the goddess as a victim in her own 
temple, would have officiated as high priest at the im- 
pious sacrifice. 

He strove first to sow seeds of jealousy and rivalry 
between the Eomans and Bolognese, and had well 
nigh succeeded in effecting a rupture between them, 
when his design was discovered and scouted. His 
next attempt was to make the soldiers the blind in- 
struments of tyranny ; he sought to gain his end by 
ruling them with a rod of iron, and when he had made 
of them, as he thought, mere disciplined machines, 
would have directed them against the cause of liberty : 
but here too he was foiled. Lastly, he performed his 
duty as catchpole in ordinary to the Pope, and ar- 
rested Gavazzi. "What crime had Gavazzi committed 
worthy of arrest if he had only carried out the Pope's 
original instructions ? "Was it his fault if the Pope 
had veered round and had betrayed that cause which 
he had in the first instance embraced ? Did not his 
lofty titular dignity of chief-chaplain to those ponti- 
fical troops who were to shed their blood on liberty's 
behalf, still remain unrevoked ? But what mattered 
all this to Zucchi ? His master asked for Gavazzi, 
and he obeyed orders by sending him under a strong 
escort to be delivered into his hands. Gavazzi was 
dispatched, attended like a common malefactor to 
Corneto. The dungeons of Corneto were his destina- 
tion. And for what crime was he imprisoned? He 
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executed the mission entrusted to him by the Pope 
himself like a true patriot. What was his crime ? 
He had set at naught fatigues, dangers, and death 
itself, to proclaim the truth of liberty — of that sacred 
liberty which is to be found in the enjoyment of so- 
cial and private rights, untainted by all strife — an en- 
joyment which is attainable only by the paths of 
virtue. Where lay his fault? He had ever been 
foremost in the ranks when danger was to be met — 
he fought not, but he counselled, — he was not the 
man of blood, but the servant of Christ — his office it 
was, to exalt the warrior by the might of words, to 
bear consolation to the dying, and to teach them to 
embrace death, blessing their country, praising God, 
and forgiving their enemies. These were the crimes 
of Father Gavazzi, and for these was he doomed to 
imprisonment by the Eoman court. 

His prison was a den of infamy. His companions 
were adulterers, poisoners, assassins, and the very 
scum of the priesthood. Of priests, but two kinds 
are imprisoned— either men who have violated every 
sacred function of the garb they wear, or men who 
have too faithfully preserved their trust. 

In the dungeons of Corneto then was Gavazzi to 
have atoned for all his brilliant actions by foul usage, 
hunger, chains, stripes, and every torture which Borne, 
proverbial for her cruelty, could make him suffer. 
These were the rewards which a malicious priesthood 
destined for a man who refused to recognise as God's 
works those impious laws which ratify avarice, re- 
venge, and murder. 
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If it had not otherwise been willed by the Most 
High, Gavazzi would at this moment be lying in a 
loathsome dungeon — his name would have been added 
to the long list of victims immolated to the merciless 
bigotry of Borne. Another martyr to the cause of 
truth would have passed a life of miserable torture in 
the dark cells of some Roman convent, forgotten and 
unknown. 

But Gavazzi was reserved for better things. The 
Lord spared his servant that he might unveil the in- 
iquities of his persecutors. He was spared that he 
might in this free land of England proclaim the faith- 
lessness of the Pope to those who have of late listened 
with too willing an ear to the seductions of Borne. 

As he passed through Viterbo the people nocked 
round the prisoner. What had he done ? asked they. 
What was the crime for which he was about to be 
punished ? Had he violated any law — committed any 
crime ? No. Why then was he led off under armed 
escort ? The cry that he was a martyr to the cause 
of liberty flew from mouth to mouth, and in a mo- 
ment the troops were surrounded and overpowered, 
and Gavazzi torn from their grasp. This bold resist- 
ance of a generous people to an act of sheer tyranny 
alarmed the Papal government. The times were cri- 
tical; and this spark, if not speedily extinguished, 
might kindle a vast conflagration. These considera- 
tions seemed of sufficient political importance to war- 
rant an order for Gavazzi's immediate release. It 
would be safer perhaps at some future time to carry 
out their revengeful plans ; but the danger for the 
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moment was too great. Whatever may have been the 
hidden intentions with regard to Gtevazzi's future 
fate, they have been foiled by his subsequent depar- 
ture into a country where tyranny is unknown. 

Although he had thus been made free by the impe* 
rious voice of public will, it was nevertheless impossible 
for him to complete his labours in the Roman states. 
He could not openly oppose the reactionary pro- 
ceedings of the government. Zucchi and Rossi had 
laid too many toils and snares to entrap the partisan 
of liberty; and every attempt to renew his work 
would have been attended with great danger to him- 
self, and with no benefit to the cause. The orders 
for his arrest, moreover, though revoked in a moment 
of fear, were not for this reason annulled. The wolf 
watched but for the sleep of the shepherd and dogs 
ere he pounced upon his prey. 

It became a matter of necessity to quit the Roman 
states with all possible speed, and seek some other 
sphere wherein he might prove useful to his country. 
Venice seemed for many reasons the best place for 
him. There he could strengthen and encourage those 
brave patriots who had resolved to defend their city 
with the last drop of their blood ; he could prepare 
them to endure those sufferings which were already 
beginning to be felt, and which mounted, in the after 
horrors of a strict blockade, to a pitch of incredible 
severity. While Venice held out, the cause of liberty 
could not be said to be utterly lost : Venice was the 
Palladium of Italian freedom, and so long as Hungary 
continued successfully to resist Austria, divert her 
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troops from Italy, and embarrass her finances, all hope 
was not lost that Austria might fall and Italy rise. 

These reasons determined Gavazzi, and he repaired 
to Venice, where he thought he saw a large field open 
to his zealous labours. 

But Fate often wills that men should meet with 
unforeseen and insuperable obstacles in a career of 
glory. It often happens that nobility of mind is un- 
appreciated, that the purest motives are misconstrued 
and vilified, and that where a virtuous man fails to 
make his way, the intriguer and adventurer creeps 
in without difficulty. This is more especially the 
case in a revolutionary state of society, where events 
follow one another with such wonderful rapidity as to 
set judgment completely at fault. Intrigue and sem- 
blance too often triumph over merit and reality. To 
this misapprehension of men and things, is mainly 
due the failure of our revolution, and of this truth, 
our misfortunes afford us an illustration and a lesson 
at the same time. 

"We would not wish here to cast any unmerited 
imputation upon the character of Manin. If he 
erred in his selection of men ; if those who adminis- 
tered the public affairs under him were not eminently 
fitted for the office to which he had appointed them ; 
this fault of judgment in no way detracts from his 
character as a true-hearted patriot and a mail of in- 
corruptible integrity. We have only to say that as 
he was deceived in the merits of others, so was he 
also deceived with regard to Gavazzi. 

This man, the constant aim of whose discourses 
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had been to deprecate excess of every kind, to preach 
unity and fellowship, to warn men against the evils of 
dissension, and who had striven to establish true ideas 
concerning liberty — showing that it was only by re- 
specting the rights of others that individual rights 
could be assured — this man — Gavazzi — the truest of 
patriots, was accused before Manin as the entertainer 
and advocate of the ideas of communism ! 

False and monstrous as was this accusation, it suc- 
ceeded in its intent. Manin believed it, and fearing 
the fatal influence of such doctrines upon the minds 
of the Venetians, gave orders that Gavazzi should be 
straightway removed from Venice. We can only 
blame Manin for precipitancy of judgment, since if 
the accusation were true, it was impossible for him to 
have acted otherwise. 

Eepulsed by the malice of his enemies from Venice, 
but in no way disheartened, the indefatigable Gavazzi 
looked around him to find a fresh field for his exer- 
tions. He found it at Borne, where a new hope had 
sprung up for Italy. 

A new day had dawned upon the eternal city— a 
day as unexpected as it was memorable. The priest - 
king left Borne of his own free-will. He was not 
banished ; he was not driven out perforce ; but when he 
found the mask which he had hitherto worn insuffi- 
cient any longer to conceal the hypocrite, and saw 
that all efforts to win back those concessions which 
had been wrested from him in the days of his pseudo- 
liberalism were vain, he fled in trembling haste, aban- 
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doning his capital and a people whom he had basely 
betrayed. 

A new day had dawned for Rome. The crowned 
Levite had taken flight, and as though this had been 
the signal for the expression of sentiments long-sup* 
pressed, or which had been blighted by the withering 
influence of Papal tyranny, the Roman people arose 
and with one cry proclaimed the republic. They had 
long borne the crushing yoke of Papal dominion, and 
had been semi-brutalized by the policy of supersti- 
tious rulers ; but now it seemed that the spirits of the 
great heroes who lay entombed within their walls had 
risen among them, bade them fling aside their chains, 
and urged them on to deeds worthy the , days when 
the names of Rome and liberty were one. 

Scarcely however had the sun of freedom shed its 
first warming rays upon a people newly awakened to 
a sense of their rights, when France interposed with 
jealous arm, and siding with Austria, took arms 
against a sister republic. This deed will ever remain 
a foul stain on the page of French history. Rome 
had arisen to do battle with her eternal foe — with him 
who holdeth adulterous communion with kings — with 
the tyrant who had prostituted her to a despot's will 
— with him who impiously arrogates to himself the 
title of Vicar of Christ — and France it was, who, 
with the cry of liberty in her mouth, stood forth as 
the champion of tyranny. Frenchmen they were, 
who beleaguered Rome, and suffered many a shameful 
check from Roman valour ere superior numbers gave 
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them at length a victory more disgraceful than defeat. 
It is indeed a question whether Prance be not the 
worst enemy that Italy ever had ; for while other na- 
tions were moved by a love of conquest or lust of do- 
minion in invading our country, she found in jealousy 
of glory and a mere meddlesome spirit of interference, 
motives sufficient to justify her in opposing our patri- 
otic endeavours to throw off the oppressor's yoke. 

The descendants of Brutus and their ancient enemy, 
the Gaul, were again brought face to face in hostile 
encounter, and in the days of slaughter which followed 
none displayed greater valour and devotion in their 
country's defence than G-avazzi. With some few 
generous spirits like himself, among whom the name 
of Ugo Bassi deserves a prominent mention, he dedi- 
cated all his powers to temper and direct the wild 
courage which burnt with too fierce a flame within 
those patriotic breasts, and sought, by Christian ad- 
monitions gently urged, to teach that mercy and true 
valour went ever hand in hand. But it was not 
thus only that his voice was employed. It sounded 
loudly in the hour of danger. On the city walls, 
where the sole rampart was of living men, Gktvazzi 
might be seen fearlessly exposing himself to the 
thunder of the enemy's cannon, and, foremost in the 
ranks of death, might be heard cheering others on in 
a voice that rose like a trumpet call amid the hideous 
din of battle. "With a cross in his hand and the 
word of Scripture in his mouth, the man who struck 
no blow himself imparted courage, life, and hope to 
those who fought like true patriots against the corn- 



Digitized by Google 



60 



LIFE OF GATA.ZZI. 



mon enemy. Danger seemed to be his element, when, 
by incurring it, he could in aught protect the sacred 
cause, and often in moments of critical peril his loud 
cry, uttered in the extremity of anguish, " Save or die 
for fatherland !" turned the fortune of the day. Now 
again he might be seen by the side of some wounded 
sufferer pouring words of balm into his ear. The 
warlike cry was exchanged for soft tones of solace as 
he solemnly blessed the dying soldier and bade him 
hope for those eternal rewards (impiously declared to 
be forfeited) which the just man who falls fighting for 
his country shall surely inherit. 

Gtevazzi was everywhere — he was with and for all 
men. Under his auspices a hospital had been formed 
where noble Roman matrons played the part of 
nurses, esteeming an office which enabled them to 
tend those who bled in their country's cause, an 
honour and a privilege worthy of their noble station. 
Often might Gavazzi be seen to enter the wards, 
bearing on his stout shoulders some wounded comrade 
whom he had snatched from the thickest of the fight : 
he carried them, if living, where succour might be 
found, or, if past human aid, he paid the last honours 
to the dead. Nor were they his comrades and country- 
men alone who received his pious care, but the 
Frenchmen had often to bless him who, forgetting all 
distinction of persons in the exercise of his holy 
calling, administered the last consolations to a dying 
foe. 

And may we not here claim a large meed of praise 
for one, who, though a priest, demeaned himself so 
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valoroualy ? May we not pay a tribute larger than 
common to a man who, brought up by teachers whose 
oft-inculcated lessons of evangelical meekness send 
their priestly scholars into the world for the most 
part a timorous, weak, and effeminate race, still found 
courage sufficient in his own heart to do deeds which 
may well be called heroic ? 

Borne at length fell ; nor can her fall be deemed in- 
glorious. Weakened by a desperate resistance of 
several weeks, with her walls in ruins, breached every- 
where by the French artillery, she yielded, seeing 
that valour, however great, must finally give way to 
superior force. She met her fall as a brave man meets 
death, without uttering a cry ; but in the hearts of 
her children remembrances are treasured up which 
will not fade until a day of just and terrible retribu- 
tion comes. 

Borne was again in the hands of the Gaul. The 
floor of her senate house again echoed beneath the 
armed tread of a barbarian conqueror, and again the 
brave senators, who had been chosen by the people's 
voice to represent Borne on that day, received this 
new Brennus, seated -and in solemn silence. Well 
might a blush of shame redden the cheek of the hired 
captain when he saw this solemn spectacle of ancient 
days renewed in our own, and felt how ignoble was 
the part assigned to him. Thus were our fetters 
rivetted anew by France, who frayed the bloody path 
by which a weak and pious Pope marched over the 
murdered bodies of his subjects to assume a temporal 
power forbidden by Christ and the Gtospel. 



Digitized by Google 



62 



LIFE OF GAVAZZI. 



He, who impiously arrogates to himself the title of 
Christ's vicar that, by virtue of his assumed infalli- 
bility, he may daily violate the sacred precepts of the 
Gospel, considered all means justifiable which would 
enable him to pursue a career of blood, vengeance, 
and arbitrary power unchecked. 

But what man is that who slowly paces through 
the streets of conquered Borne in sad and earnest 
attitude? His dress of black, the mournful gait, 
the fixed and downcast gaze, all show one by whom 
woe's last extremity is felt, and for whom hope's lost 
chord has been unstrung. He wanders like a spirit 
around the tomb of murdered liberty, and the dark 
apparition is viewed with love and veneration by 
Eoman eyes, while awe and hatred fill the victor's 
mind. 

It is Gavazzi's form which thus stands out in living 
reproof of the perfidy and tyranny of France. It 
seemed to him that he could not abandon the city of 
desolation. He was willing to confront all dangers, 
to abide all consequences, so that by his presence he 
might ever offend and reprove the oppressors of his 
native land. But friends surround lum — they spare 
no entreaty— they pray him to seek some repose from 
toil, to seek some haven of safety from the dangers 
which thicken around him: and though at first 
Gavazzi turned a deaf ear to their solicitations, he suf- 
fered himself at length to be overruled. Having learnt 
that the French were watching only for a favourable 
moment to arrest him and deliver him into the hands 
of his bitterest foe, he hesitated no longer ; and, taking 
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advantage of a passport granted by the American con- 
sulate, left Italy for Britain. 

England, the home of so many of our oppressed 
countrymen, became also the chosen retreat of Ga- 
vazzi ; and here at least he was safe from the persecu- 
tions of his foes, though sufferings of another class 
awaited him. Those scanty resources which he might 
perhaps still have commanded in his native country 
failed him here. He had not only exposed life, but 
he had likewise sacrificed the means of livelihood to 
the furtherance of that great end which seemed to 
him paramount above all personal considerations. To 
his family, impoverished most probably, as are so many 
others who joined in the patriotic struggle, he could not 
look for aid, and thus the man who had been accustomed 
to the love, respect, and consideration of all who knew 
him, and who, if he willingly set aside all comforts 
when duty demanded the sacrifice, had them at least 
always at his command, found himself suddenly 
reduced to indigence, and encompassed by all the 
numberless ills which beset poverty. None knew 
him in England, nor was any one acquainted with his 
eventful history, the bare recital of which, would have 
claimed for him respectful sympathy and attention. 
It will not then excite surprise in the minds of our 
readers when they learn that the poor, persecuted 
wanderer had often to endure the terrible pangs of 
hunger. Nor is he the only one of our meritorious 
countrymen who has made forced acquaintance with 
the gaunt fiend ; but poverty, rags, and starvation avail 
not to bow down the proud spirit of those who are 
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supported by the thought that they suffer in their 
country's cause. 

Gravazzi bore all without repining. Perhaps Provi- 
dence wished further to try this brave man ere he was 
permitted to enter upon his appointed mission here in 
England. 

How nobly he has fulfilled that mission, we leave 
to the judgment of those who have heard him direct 
the thunders of his eloquence against the corrup- 
tions* of the Bomish Church — who have seen him 
strip the Babylonian harlot of those fictitious 
charms which have of late led but too many easy 
spirits astray from the true path. "We leave English- 
men and England to judge of the merits and potency 
of this foe who has risen up among them to do battle 
with the monster, Papacy. 

We have thought ourselves warranted in publishing 
this brief but truthful notice of a man who has so 
formidably opposed Eome and her doctrines here, 
because it was but right that England should know 
what manner of man he was who addressed her thus 
boldly, and learn that her faith in Gtavazzi has not 
been misplaced. 
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DEALINGS WITH THE INQUISITION ; 
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PAPAL ROME, HER PRIESTS AND HER JESUITS. 

WITH IMPORTANT DISCLOSURES. 
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Extract from the Work. 
" It is to unmask and expose Popery, as it is at the present 
day, that I undertake the writing of this work. ... I 
should be sorry for it to be said, or thought, that I under- 
took it to gratify any bad feeling ; my sole motive has been 
to make the truth evident, that all may apprehend it. It was 
for hearing and speaking the truth that I incurred the hatred 
of the Papal Court ; it was for the truth's sake that I hesi- 
tated at no sacrifice it required of me ; and it is for the truth 
that I lay the present narrative before the public." 



Extracts from Reviews, 

" Dr. Achillas most valuable book, which, independently of the 
most important information it contains, breathes a spirit of fervent 
piety and devotion, which no one but a man thoroughly convinced 
of the truths of Christianity, as set forth in the only infallible 
Word of Truth, could have used."— BelVs Messenger. 

" The book contains internal evidence of truth.*' — Spectator. 

" This curious picture of Italian scholastic and priestly life and 
manners, has been carefully revised, and several new documents 
have been added in the appendix." — Spectator, Second Notice. 

" As illustrating the fearful curse of Popery, Dr. Achilli's book 
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is very valuable. At the present crisis, it deserves an extensive 
circulation." — Standard of Freedom. 

" It is difficult to say which is the most interesting — the history 
of his earlier doubts and misgivings ; or of his conversion, im- 
prisonments, and escapes, in later years." — Daily News. 

" Dr. Achilli has many titles to be an authority on ail that re- 
lates to the Inquisition." — Express. 

"This valuable and most seasonable volume." — Evangelical 
Magazine. 

" Amongst the many volumes which the recent Roman Catholic 
movement has called into existence, this work of Dr. Achilli is 
likely to obtain the most permanent popularity. As an able and 
lucid digest against Popery, — as a graphic description of many of 
the practices 'of the Romish Church, and as the record of the 
experience of a vigorous and enlightened mind, the work is one of 

the most valuable which the subject has called forth There 

is, however, in the generalities of our author's account, a truth- 
fulness, a knowledge and a mastery of his subject, and opportunity 
of observation, which will go far to make his volume a standard 
work in defence of the principles of Protestantism." — Atlas. 

" Dr. Achilli has done admirable service to the cause of eccle- 
siastical reformation, and the illumination of a darkened world on 
this terrible subject." — British Banner. 

"Rome endeavoured to dispose of their captive to the outer 
world by accusing bim of pretty well every possible crime. The 
emissaries of Rome in this country have well seconded the bidding 
sent them from Italy ; and one individual among us is said to have 
earned a dignity he enjoys, by his unscrupulous dealing in base- 
less accusations against the reforming Dominican. As a con- 
tribution to contemporary ecclesiastical history, we are disposed 
to recommend it most cordially." — Church and State Gazette. 

" Worthy on many accounts, and especially at this time, of our 
attention, and we believe worthy also of our trust." — Watchman. 

" He carries us behind the scenes of Italian ecclesiastical life, 
retails its gossip, and reveals its weaknesses." — Patriot. 
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Price 2s. 6d. 

ROMANISM IN ENGLAND 

EXPOSED. 

BY CHARLES HASTINGS COLLETTE. 

" We recommend the work to the serious and earnest attention 
of our readers as one of unusual interest, and as discovering the 
active existence, in our very midst, of a system of idolatry and 
blasphemy as gross as any recorded in the history of Popery." 

(Second Notice.) — 11 Were it in our power to give effect to our . 
wishes, we would place a copy of the volume before us in the 
hands of every Roman Catholic layman, as well as of every 
Protestant in the community. Such a calm, searching, thorough 
exposure of the leading points of the Romish system ; such a 
masterly anatomy of the teaching of the infamous Liguori (the 
special favourite of Dr. Wiseman), and of the monstrous fables 
related of most of those unhappy beings who are found in its list 
of saints, and whose lives seem to have been spent in making 
themselves as miserable as they possibly could, by self-inflicted 
tortures, cannot fail to do good/' — Bell's Weekly Messenger. 

" We can honestly recommend this little volume as containing 
within a small compass, and in a style of piquant interest, an ex- 
posure of * Romanism in England' which we hope will have a wide 
circulation, and will open the eyes of not a few to the religious 
and moral prospects of this country, so far as they may be in- 
fluenced by Cardinal Wiseman, and the system which he is extend- 
ing with so much boldness, subtlety, and skill." — Eclectic Review, 

"A volume full of painfully instructive matter, derived from 
authentic sources and ably put together, with which it is desirable 
that all who are ignorant of the real character of Romanism, and 
inclined to view it with an indulgent eye, should make themselves 
acquainted." — John Bull. 

" We strongly recommend this publication, which is particularly 
valuable just now." — Royal Cornwall Gazette. 

"This series of letters will be found useful to those lay 
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Romanists who are very commonly ignorant of the teaching of 
their own Church." — Morning Advertiser. 

" The author is thoroughly conversant with his subject, and 
his work ought to be in the hands of all true Protestants."— 
Watchman. 

" The volume before us goes largely into the whole question — 
a question with which Mr. Collette is well fitted to deal. It may 
be doubted whether any individual has yet contributed so much to 
that exposure as the writer before us." — The British Banner. 

" A work containing a great variety of particulars respecting the 
doctrines of the Roman Catholics, and especially intended to open 
the eyes of Protestants to the practical working of Romanism in 
England."— Exeter Flying Post. 



Also, 

BY THE SAME AUTHOR, 
Price Is. 

POPISH INFALLIBILITY. 

" A more valuable production could hardly have appeared in 
this season of Popish aggression and intolerance." — Bell's 
Messenger. 

" The present work takes a somewhat lofty flight ; the dis- 
quisition is close and elevated, with a vast mass of learned refer- 
ence, and, for its size, comprises an unusual amount of solid 
matter. It is by no means a work for the multitude ; but for the 
class to whom the multitude look, and by whom they are taught 
and led, it can hardly fail to be useful. It is, indeed, very 
valuable as a book of reference, since the authorities upon a 
variety of chief points are copiously cited."— British Banner. 



ARTHUR HALL, VIRTUE, & CO., 25, PATERNOSTER ROW. 



Digitized by Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



y Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



